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Exterior Insulation Finish Systems (eifs)

failures create new solutions

21 APRIL 1997
FM-187C-DA 68
ISSUE:

Extensive failures of Exterior Insulation Finish Systems (EIFS) have prompted drastic changes in the installation of this popular exterior finish system.

background:

EIFS are widely used in commercial and health facilities construction.  When properly designed and applied, these materials are very durable.  However, extensive failures, especially in residential construction, have resulted in numerous class action suits forcing code authorities to issue new regulations while industry and standards organizations issue new directives.

discussion:

Designing and detailing EIFS around exterior openings such as doors and windows, etc., in framed construction are areas of special concern.  The substrate and its response to structural movement or environmental conditions also has led to moisture penetration problems.  Until the EIFS Industry Members Association (EIMA) issues uniform guidelines for the installation of this cladding system, the following recommendations should be followed:

recommendations/CONCLUSION:

· A “water management” or “Drainable” system is the recommended method for installing EIFS.  W.R. Bonsal Co., USG Corp., and other manufacturers are offering versions of this construction type;

· Local regulations for EIFS construction are changing and should be verified on a project-by-project basis.  Some codes have special requirements for  third party inspections and mandatory standard details for EIFS;

· Use of gypsum sheathing as a substrate is not permitted;

· Many jurisdictions have established a certification training program for applicators of EIFS; and

· A minimum guarantee requirement of 10 years is recommended for the total exterior envelope.

for additional information:

Contact Facilities Quality Service at til@va.gov.
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