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REBARS go metric!

ISSUE:

Reinforcing bars with metric designations are beginning to show up on VA construction sites. 

background:

In July 1996, ASTM revised its specifications for reinforcing bars and adopted metric naming conventions based on “soft conversion” of inch-pound bars.  The bar sizes have not changed, just the naming conventions as shown on the following table.

metric bar sizes vs. inch-pound sizes:

	A615 M-96a
& A706M-96a
Metric 
Bar Sizes
	
Nominal 
Diameter
	A615-96a
& A706-96a
Inch-pound
Bar Sizes

	#10
	9.5 mm/0.375”
	#3

	#13
	12.7 mm/0.500”
	#4

	#16
	15.9 mm/0.625”
	#5

	#19
	19.1 mm/0.750
	#6

	#22
	22.2 mm/0.875”
	#7

	#25
	25.4 mm/1.000”
	#8

	#29
	28.7 mm/1.128”
	#9

	#32
	32.3 mm/1.270”
	#10

	#36
	35.8 mm/1.410”
	#11

	#43
	43.0mm/1.693”
	#14

	#57
	57.3 mm/2.257”
	#18


REMINDER
In July, 1991, the President signed Executive Order 12770, Metric Usage in Federal Government Programs, which requires federal agencies to develop specific timetables and milestones for the transition to metric.

for additional information:

Contact Facilities Quality Service at til@va.gov or Consulting Support Service at css@va.gov.
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